Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 TEHRAN 10855 261232Z 
10 

ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO 10-10 SAM-01 EUR-12 SAB-01 CIAE-00 

DODE-OO PM-03 H-01 INR-05 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 

RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /077 W 

036969 

R261116Z DEC 74 
FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9549 
INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 

CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 10855 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, SOPN, IR 

SUBJ: SHAH STATEMENT ON MIDEAST 

REF: (A) TEHRAN 10534; (B) TEHRAN 10537 

1. FOREIGN MINISTER KHALATBARY SUMMONED AMBASSADOR HELMS TO- 
GETHER WITH UR TFT. LUBRANY, HEAD OF THE ISRAELI MISSION HERE, 

AND IRYEH LEVIN. LUBRANY'S DEPUTY, TO THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 
EVENING OF DECEMBER 23RD. ON ARRIVAL ALL WERE USHERED INTO THE 
FOREIGN MINISTER S OFFICE TO HEAR A TAPE OF THE INTERVIEW THE 
SHAH GAVE THE CORRESPONDENT OF THE BEIRUT WEEKLY, "AL HAWADITH." 

THE INTERVIEW WAS CONDUCTED IN FRENCH AND IT WAS EVIDENT THAT 
THE INTERVIEWER DID NOT SPEAK OR UNDERSTAND IT VERY WELL. 

THE SHAH SPOKE AT LENGTH ABOUT HIS WELL KNOWN VIEWS ON REGIONAL AFFAI 
RS, 

OIL, AND THE MIDDLE EAST. WHAT HE SAID WAS ESSENTIALLY WHAT 
WAS REPORTED IN "AL HAWADITH" WITH ONE SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE. 

WHEN IT CAME TO THE QUESTION OF THE POSSIBILITY OF AN OUTBREAD 
OF ANOTHER WAR IN THE MEDDLE EAST, THE "AL HAWADITH" REPORTER 
APPARENTLY UNDERSTOOD THE SHAH TO SAY "ET NOTRE GUERRE." 

WHAT HE SAID IN FACT, AND BOTH THE AMBASSADOR AND LUBRANY AGREED 
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THAT IT WAS PERFECTLY CLEAR FROM THE TAPE, WAS "UNE AUTRE 
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GUERRE." 

2. KHALATBARY SAID HE HOPED THIS WOULD LAY TO REST ANY LINGER- 
ING DOUBTS ABOUT WHAT THE SHAH SAID OR INTENDED WITH RESPECT 
TO IRAN'S POSITION SHOULD ANOTHER MID-EAST CONFLICT DEVELOP. 

MIKLOS 
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